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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

The AP Program in Studio Art 2D Design or Drawing and Advanced Art is an introductory college course intended for highly motivated students who are seriously interested in the study of art. This advanced level art course is equivalent to a first year college art class. All students are expected to challenge themselves and develop mastery in ideas, skills and abilities in 2D design. It promotes a sustained investigation of all three aspects of portfolio development: quality, concentration and breadth and that meet the requirements of the AP Studio Art: 2D design or drawing. The culmination of these two classes is submission of a portfolio to the AP College Board for college credit. This course earns students 1 credit of Fine Arts for graduation.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
In preparation for the advanced placement portfolio students will produce a body of work that addresses the concerns that are constant in the teaching of art:

1.
Develop mastery in concept, composition and execution of 2D design or drawing that demonstrates a range of abilities and versatility with ideation. 

2.
The emphasis on making art as an ongoing process that involves informed and critical decision-making. 
3.
Develop a body of work investigating a strong underlying visual idea in 2D design or drawing that grows out of a coherent plan of action or research. 

4.
To understand artistic integrity; students learn to develop their own work so that it moves beyond duplication. 

5.
Use the camera to record and present work in a slide/digital portfolio.
6. 
Create and submit a 2D design or drawing portfolio that includes 15-20 pieces of art.15 Concentration pieces and 5 Quality.
REQUIRED MATERIALS:
· 11" X 14" Sketch Book
· Set of acrylic brushes and/or watercolor brushes
· 18 x 24 portfolio 
· a variety of pencils

· an eraser
· charcoal pencils (white and black)

Other materials will be provided in class; unless there is a special media that a student wants to explore that is unavailable in the classroom materials or if a student particularly loves one type of media and wants their own supplies to use in class and at home. Other optional supplies could include: Nice colored pencils (student prismacolor is a great option); watercolor pencils, watercolors, acrylic set or chalk pastels. 
ATTENDANCE POLICY:
All students are expected to attend every class and be ready to give his/her full attention when the bell rings.  The only valid excuses for missing class are illness, a family emergency or other event cleared with the instructor ahead of time. You will receive a weekly participation grade of 20 points. If you are late to class or miss class for any unexcused absence you will loose 5 points per day that you miss. Discuss any pre-planed excused absences before your absence or you will also lose your daily points for the day you were absent. 
GRADING POLICY:
Students will be graded on their class work and Sketch Book assignments. These works will be discussed and critiqued in class on the due date. Critiques, quizzes, and sketchbook checks will generally occur on Wednesday. 
Your grades will follow the general guidelines listed below:
Projects




100 points per grade
Advanced Sketchbook Assignments
100 points per grade
AP Quarterly SB Assignments

200 points per grade
Class Participation
(Critiques, Clean-up, On Time, Ready to work) 
  20 points per grade
LATE WORK:
Late work will be accepted up to one week past the due date. Five points will be deducted for each day that it is late. There will be no make-up time in class for assignments.  If a student is absent, all work must be completed outside of class.  If a student is absent on a due date, the student must turn in the work when they return to class. 
CLASSROOM RULES:
Students will:

· Treat others with kindness
· Treat others with respect


· Allow my teachers to teach


· Allow others to learn



· Respect Others Property

· Be Responsible for my actions

· Be responsible for my learning

· HAVE FUN!!

· Phones can be used for finding inspiration and investigation with permission.
· Headphones are allowed in class, only while working.

CONFERENCE / ADVISORY PERIOD:
All students are welcome to see the teacher during conference period on Monday, to discuss their artwork, grades, plus, work on assignments. Tuesdays during conference period is when RUHS Art Club meets. *AP students are expected to make an appointment with the teacher that addresses their personal plan of action during conference or before or after school during the first four weeks of school for the 15 pieces that meet the Concentration portion of your portfolio.*
COURSE COMPONENTS:
Advanced Art is a prerequisite of AP Studio Art (with some exceptions). In Advanced Art students will experiment with a variety of materials and subject matter to aid in their artistic development the first 3 quarter of the year. In the final 4th quarter, students that are continuing on to AP will start developing their ideas and plan of action for their concentration section of the portfolio. Students who are not planning on taking AP will continue with assigned projects. Through visual aid and instruction students will learn the requirements for the 2D design or drawing portfolio. Students will complete a body of high quality works that meets the course content and displays the three sections expected to complete the final portfolio.
1.) Quality: Five works that are mailed in the portfolio that are outstanding and show the high quality of their work. The student's best work will be included in the Quality section of the portfolio, which will be selected for excellence in concepts, composition and execution of 2D design or drawing. Each work will show a high level of skill and mastery.

2.)  Concentration:  15 digital images exploring a single visual concern in depth. Students will create and develop a cohesive Concentration, exploring a visual concept in depth. Each student will develop an underlying visual idea and a coherent plan of action, investigation and discovery directly related to their visual concept which they will share with their peers. This also includes a short essay describing the focus of your concentration. 

ARTISTIC INTEGRITY:
Students are expected to develop their own personal imagery. All artwork created must be original. If a student uses photographs or published images there must be significant changes so that the original reference is no longer recognizable. It is important for each student to develop their artistic voice and move beyond mere duplication. If you submit work that makes use of photographs, published images, and/or other artists’ works, you must show substantial and significant development beyond duplication to ensure personal artistic ownership in the work. Plagiarism, using an image (even in another medium) that was made by someone else, is unethical and it will not be allowed in this course. If you use other work or photographs as an inspiration, you will write about what photos or works of art that inspired you in your self-reflection. Include the website and/or title where you found this inspirational piece. 

COMPETITIONS AND ART EXHIBITS:
Students will be expected to participate in several state and local art competitions throughout the year.  Each student must submit to at least one competition in each quarter and at least the Congressional Art Show in the spring. Every student is required to exhibit their art work in the AP Gallery Night and Arts Under the Stars. 
SKETCHBOOK:
Creating a high quality body of artwork involves many components that will be taught and refined in sketchbook assignments there will be a sketchbook assignment turned in on the last school day of each month. It is expected that you spend at least 4 hours (one hour per week) outside of class on every formal sketchbook assignment. Do not expect to get full points for a sketchbook assignment if it is obvious you worked on it for one hour or less!!!

Students will use their sketchbook to explore various media and approaches to problem solving, for brainstorming and idea generation as they develop and refine their ideas and explore ways to put them into visual form. The sketchbook will include visual ideas, notes, vocabulary, plans, short assignments, quick sketches, media experimentation, reference images as well as process and project reflections. 

CRITIQUE:
Throughout the year, students will be expected to display their works, both in progress and completion for critiques. Critiques may include the interaction from the entire class, a partner, a small group individual or be written.  The goal of critiques is to facilitate students in the development of the art vocabulary and identify what demonstrates "quality" in art work. To achieve quality students must, meet the criteria; be confident in the use of design principles in a composition that displays mastery of the variety of materials introduced. Each person must produce their personal response and maintain artistic integrity. Critiques are essential, during this process students become conscious/aware of their own intentions, which will lead to self-analysis and their personal vision, thus, the Concentration requirement. Individual student critiques will also happen on a regular basis with your teacher. 

ADVANCED ART:
The instructor will provide assignments for the Advanced students that will build their artistic voice and refine their abilities. Assignments will include response to the visible world, memory and fantasy. By the end of the first year students will learn to work with the SLR digital camera and be prepared to start their concentration section of their portfolio.
AP STUDIO ART:
In the second year of study, the students will meet with the instructor and establish their visual intent for the Concentration portion of their portfolio.  The teacher will guide the student when creating a successful plan of action and an acceptable theme.

Students will be expected to complete a minimum of eight works in the first semester. Their pieces must relate with a connection in theme and display a progression of research.  Through discovery and problem solving, a visible cohesion must be present in the series of images. The student's choice of mediums and techniques must compliment their ideology and show a relevant connection to the development.  Students must be able to verbalize their progress and be prepared to write an organized concentration statement that is an analysis of their production.  

In the second semester, students will complete the remaining 7 Concentration pieces. Students need to show "risk-taking", or a new approach to their original concept that is inventive. Quality must be maintained, and a thread or relevance to the original idea must still be present in the work.  Your final concentration must exhibit an obvious growth over time from the beginning to the end of the concentration. Student and teacher meet regularly during this time frame because encouragement and constant feed-back is essential for completion of the portfolio. 
Digital images of all work must be completed during the first week of April but should be taken throughout the year as pieces are complete. All work and online images will be reviewed by student and teacher. Guidance will be given on which pieces to use in your portfolio and a good order to place them in when submitting them digitally. 

Studio Art

University High School

I have read and understand the course grading procedures, rules and expectations for Studio Art/Advanced at University High School. I understand that at a minimum, I need a sketchbook and a pencil for this class. I will either purchase these items or I will contact Mrs. Cardenas if financial limitations prevent me from doing so. 
Please write legibly thank you!*




Student name printed 





Parent Signature


        Date




Email or phone (Best way to contact you)

